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In 2008, Texas came under scrutiny for its system of delegate allocation because 
candidate Hillary Clinton won the popular vote in the state’s Democratic presidential 
primary but did not win the majority of the 228 delegates Texas sent to the Democratic 
National Convention. The controversy resulted from Texas’s complicated allocation 
process. Allocation refers to how many of the state’s delegates will attend the national 
convention pledged to vote for a specific candidate or attend as undecided. Because 
the Texas Democratic Party wants to encourage participation in all stages of the 
nominating process, delegates are actually allocated in three ways: (1) allocation 
based on primary day votes, (2) allocation based on convention attendance, and (3) 
unpledged superdelegates.

As mentioned at the start of this chapter, Bernie Sanders complained that primary 
rules were rigged against his campaign for president. In 2016, the Texas Democratic 
Party had been allocated 222 delegates for the Democratic National Convention and 
another 29 superdelegates. Of the 222 regular delegates, 145 were distributed among 
the 31 election districts for the Texas State Senate. Each district receives between 2 
delegates and 10 delegates, depending on the Democratic Party turnout in recent 
statewide elections. Any candidate receiving 15 percent of the vote in the Democratic 
primary in that district receives a share of the delegates proportional to their vote total. 
The remaining 77 delegates are distributed proportionally based on the statewide vote, 
but a candidate must receive 15 percent of the statewide vote to receive delegates.26 
On primary election night, Clinton won 147 delegates to Sanders’ 75. Of course, this 
process sounds complicated and may seem to a new candidate to presidential elections 

Allocation
the process by which party 
rules designate how many 
of the state’s delegates to 
the national party convention 
will be pledged to vote for 
a specific candidate or will 
attend as undecided


